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FBDM  FROG  POND  TO  RESERVOIR 


Enlarged  from  a  ir.ere  frog  pond,  the  storage  reservoir  on  Roy  E. 
Armstrong's  ranch  near  Raton,  New  Mexico  now  provides  adequate  water  for 
livestock  in  an  area  totally  dependent  on  surface  water.    The  reservoir  was 
constructed  at  a  total  cost  of  about  $700.00.    Mr.  Armstrong  paid  $265*00 
of  this  amount  and  the  balance  of  the  cost  of  the  enlargement  was  paid  for 
under  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program  according  to  Thomas  Roberts, 
Colfax  county  ACA  secretary. 

In  spite  of  continued  drought,  the  reservoir  with  a  storage  capacity 
of  4.2  acre  feet  still  contains  an  ample  supply  of  water  for  livestock  on 
this  isolated  section  of  the  range. 


1945  cotton  loans  mature  July  31,  1946  according  to  Donald  Brunell, 
commodity  loan  specialist  of  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration. 
All  1945  corporation  cotton  still  under  loan  October  1,  1946  will  be  peeled 
by  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation.    The  borrower  has  a  right  of  repayment 
prior  to  October  1.    Mr.  Brunell  said  that  at  present  cotton  prices,  buyers 
should  be  able  to  dispose  of  their  loan  cotton  at  a  profit  above  loan  and 
charges.    All  county  agricultural  conservation  offices  have  been  requested 
to  give  assistance  to  borrowers  in  determining  their  equities  in  the  1945 
loan  cotton. 


Prior  to  Anril  1946,  retail  prices  for  milk  had  remained  virtually  un- 
changed for  more  than  three  years.     Since  April  they  have  advanced  more 
than  2-5-  cents  per  quart  on  25  major  markets. 
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CIPP  7ATBR  WEEDS  CiLL  FOR  STUDY 
An  understanding  of  the  variations  in  the  "drinking  habits"  of  crops 
will  enable  farmers  in  irrigation  areas  to  got  better  yi  -..-Ids,  according  to 
the  Department  of  Agriculture's  Research  Administration.     S-ia.ll  grain  crops 
—  com  and  green  pasture  —  get  their  -.rater  and  nourishment  near  the  surfac 
and  do  best  when  irrigated  frequently  with  l^ght  applications  of  water. 
Others —  alfalfa,  for  example  —  drive  roots  deep,  and  production  is  aided 
when  they  are  watered  frequently  but  heavily.    Alfalfa  roots  have  been  found 
to  absorb  as  much  moisture  from  the  second,  and  third  foot  as  from  the  first 
foot  of  soil.    The  agricultural  conservation  program  offers  practices  to 
aid  farmers  in  carrying  out  erosion  control  and  water  conservation  improve- 
ments in  Govornmcnt-f armor  "partnership"  to  assure  a  high  level  of  farm 
production  and  protection  for  soil  resources. 

DAIRY  PKEC5  01TL0CT  GOOD  FOR  R  :ST  OF  '46 
"Tith  or  v/ithout  return  of  price  control,  dairy-.on  are  practically 
certain  of  higher  revenue  for  fche  rest  of  this  year  compared  with  the  avcrag 
for  the  last  half  of  1045,  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  says.  In- 
creases in  erico  ceilings  during  June  have  established  a  higher  level  for 
returns  under  ceilings,  while  if  controls  are  not  returned,  3AE  estimates 
dairy  product  prices  will  advance  enough  to  more  than  make  up  for  the  loss 
of  dairy  production  subsidies. 

Other  observations  which    B.AF  made  in  its  July  dairy  situation  report 
include: 

**Milk  production  is  likely  to  stay  at  nqar-record  volume  for  the  last 
half  of  1946. 

»-;--Dairy  product-feed  price  ratios  arc  favorable  compared  with  other 

livestcck-f eod  price  ratios. 
-■"-"-Prices  of  dairy  cews  have  advanced  sharply  in  recent  months.  The 

mid-June  average  price  of   '150  per  head  was  the  highest  in  37  years 

of  record  and   !G  above  June,  1945. 


-  3  - 

usz  poic  poos^'at^ 

Groat  stride's  have  boon  made  in  the  pro  due tion  of  alfalfa  in  the  State 
during  the  ?ast  decade.    Credit  for  the  increase  in  production  is  largely 
due  to  the  over  ^Increasing  use  of  phosphate.    Application  of  phosphate- 
applied  to,  or  in  connection  with  established  pastures,  hay  crops,  winter 
cover  crops,  end  cover  crops  on  lane1  on  which  potatoes  or  vegetables  are 
ga>own  is  one  of  the  practices  recommended  end  paid  for  under  the  Production 
and  Marketing  Administrations  program* 

Approval  for  the  use  of  5-5/4  million  pounds  of  phosphate  vras  given 
under  the  1945  program,  according  to  Homer  KLue,  State  P.P. A.  statistician* 
This  amount  vras  used  on  2,400  f arris  in  the  State  with  an  av  rage  application 
of  100  pounds  to  the  acre.    As  a  comparison  only  COO, 000  pounds  were  used 
on  about  1,000  farms  in  1958  with  application  limited  to  ?A  pounds  to  the 
acre,  Or.  nine  said.    Total  amounts  of  phosphate  used  for  each  of  the  years 
between  1053  and  1945  show  a  constant  increase,  both  in  the  amount  applied 
per  acre  and  in  participating  farms.    Estimates  reveal  that  approximately 
17  Tiillion  pounds  of  phosphate  Is  needed  annually  in  the  State. 

During  the  war  it  was  difficult  to  obtain  concentrate  super-phosphate 
(40-48J5)  in  the  quantities  desired,  and  Z0%  or  mixed  fertilizers,  containing 
as  low  as  B%  phosphate  was  used  -.'hen  the  super— phosphate  was  net  available. 
Because  of  the  high  freight  rates  on  fertiliser  the  high  percentages  (super- 
phosphate) are  the  most  desirable. 

The  application  of  phosphate  greatly  increased  the  amount  of  vital 
war  crops  harvested  during  the  war,  and  during  peace  time  its  use  will 
continue  to  be  essential  since  much  of  New  Texico's  cropland  needs  addition- 
al phosphate. 
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PIP  TEC  T  GR/  SSL/TTD,  BASIC  FAIT.  RESOURCE 

Evjry  practical  farmer  knows  that  ho  has  got  to  bvild  back  the  fertility 
of  the  soil,  in  the  opinion  of  R.  M.  Evans,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Gover- 
nors of  the  Federal  Reserve  System  and  former  administrator  of  Triple-A. 
Interviewed  over  a  national  radio  network,  this  Iowa  farmer  who  began  his 
agricultural  administrative  service  as  a  county  committeeman  said: 

"At  this  particular  time,  farmers  should  produce  all  they  can.  The 
world  needs  food  and  needs  it  very  badly.    But  I  do  not  believe  it  would  be 
a  wise  policy  for  farmers  to  break  up  any  move  of  their  grassland*    In  fact, 
one  of  the  things  they  arc  going  to  have  to  do  just  as  soon  as  they  possibly 
can  is  tc  get  more  of  their  land  back  into  grass,  so  that  it  can  be  re- 
habilitated.   The  fertility  drain,  as  a  result  of  the  very  heavy  cropping, 
has  taken  a  lot  out  of  the  soil,  and  it  Is  going  to  have  to  be  replaced." 

YOU  NEED  PROTECTION 

"I  never  get  tired  of  talking  about  insurance.    I'm  as  much  sold  on 
Federal  "."heat  Crop  Insurance  as  I  was  on  the  insurance  provided  by  Uncle 
Sam  for  the  protection  of  my  family  while  I  was  in  the  service,  says  Gray 
Barton,  P1.IA  wheat  crop  insurance  specialist,    "'/heat  crop  insurance  is  as 
nccessar"  for  the  protection  of  a  farmers'  family  as  my  service  insurance 
was  for  the  protection  of  my  family.    The  protection  offered  is  rood  and 
the  cost  is  reasonable  enough  that  all  wheat  farmers  can  afford  it. 
August  31,  or  the  date  on  which  wheat  is  seeded,  whichever  is  earlier,  is 
the  closing  date  for  filing  an  application.    I  urge  all  wheat  farmers  to 
sec  their  county  ACA  committee  for  full  details  before  the  final  deadline." 

OFA  estimates  750, OCC  pounds  of  sugar  will  be  distributed  for  home 
canning  this  year,  as  compared  with  500,000  last  year. 

There's  no  income  —  nor  food  value  for  hungry  children  —  from  wheat 
•    "blown  over"  in  combining. 
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